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 1 

The meeting was reconvened (from the earlier Workshop) at 6:00 PM, by Jenny Garneau, Chairman, in the 2 

Nantucket High School Cafeteria.  Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the agenda, Melissa Murphy, 3 

seconded, and it was approved unanimously. 4 

 5 

Present Members:  Robin Harvey, Jennifer Iller, Jenny Garneau, Tim Lepore, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, 6 

Joseph Zieff 7 

 8 

Presentations & Discussions of issues of interest to the Committee 9 

School Presentation- NHS, John & Abigail Adams Scholars – Principal John Buckey 10 
Principal Buckey congratulated the 24 High School Scholars who have been awarded the John & Abigail 11 

Adams Scholarship based on MCAS scores of Advanced/Proficient & Advanced in Math, ELA, and 12 

Science. 25% of the High School Senior class is eligible to receive tuition aid towards a Massachusetts 13 

collegiate education.  Many of the students were present at the meeting to share what their future plans 14 

might hold and what they are thinking of focusing on as they further their education.  Those students who 15 

could not attend were not present due to their involvement in extra-curricular activities.  The committee 16 

offered their enthusiastic congratulations. 17 

 18 

Curriculum Report – Nantucket History Course – Nantucket High School Teacher, John McGuiness 19 
Mr. McGuiness began by describing the primary reasons for the course: to introduce students to the many 20 

aspects of both Nantucket history and the study of history itself; to teach preservation, conservation and 21 

education; and to do this in three broad areas:  Nantucket History, Local History and Museum Studies.  The 22 

course requires extensive reading, both narrative and historical works (excerpts from Moby Dick to Away 23 

off Shore), field trips, a speaker series, writing and research and film study.  Our island offers a great wealth 24 

of information and this course takes advantage of our resources readily available, from authors to 25 

landmarks, museums and their curators and co-teachers (special thanks to Jeremy Slavitz and Ken 26 

Blackshaw).  The enthusiasm of Mr. McGuinness is infectious and currently there are ten students whose 27 

schedules work with this course as an elective.  Tim Lepore inquired about natural history, native history, 28 

and immigration and slavery and “other islanders”. Mr. McGuiness answered how these subjects are all 29 

touched upon, with the exception that this history course downplays Whaling history as current subject is 30 

more typically focused heavily upon in earlier grades. Melissa Murphy wanted to publicly thank previous 31 

SC member, Helene Blair, who hoped to have this course resurrected in the curriculum. Superintendent 32 

Cozort heartily agreed and added that there is a lot of excitement about the Nantucket History Course. 33 

 34 

Chartwells – Food Presentation, Gail Oliveria and Patricia Cattafee, Representatives 35 
District Manager Gail Oliveira and Food Service Director, Patricia Cattafe presented an “Environments 36 

Measurement Snapshot” of our new food service program.  Chartwells has entered into a 5 year contract 37 

with NPS, with a one year renewal and a client investment of $30,000.  Prior to opening on the first day of 38 

school, there were challenges to confront: minor facilities upgrades, painting, new wiring, inventory work, 39 

along with some new equipment, new foods, and technology upgrades. Ensuring they were staffed 100% 40 

was also a challenge which happily has resulted in total retention of the entire previous NPS Kitchen staff, 41 

with exception to staff that retired.   Chartwells is now, off and running in a very positive direction.  In this 42 

infancy stage, they have tried to determine what the client/district wants: enhanced food presentation, 43 

improved quality, expanded menu variety, maximized nutritional value, and increased reimbursable meal 44 

participation.  Chartwells is on task, bringing nutritional support to align with the strict DESE nutritional 45 
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guidelines.  Recipes are compliant, and they continue to try to buy local and also to try to increase 46 

participation. The daily revenue is up overall by  47 

 48 

9% and the a la carte revenue is up by 36%, based on what is considered by DESE, a “meal” vs. not.  49 

Superintendent Cozort asked about the lunch lines and payment process, is there bottleneck, how is it 50 

working?  Chartwells admitted that although not smooth yet, implementing the Student ID’s or Pinpad use 51 

will alleviate much delay in CPS and NHS, however, NES is working quite efficiently due to Linda 52 

Peterson working in that building and being familiar with all of the students.  Melissa Murphy mentioned 53 

her feedback from her children is positive and asked Chartwells if they could provide nutritional guidelines 54 

to families. Jenny Garneau suggested that perhaps money from the MASS in Motion Grant, promoting 55 

healthy eating and active living, might be able to provide the funds to produce a pamphlet full of 56 

information. 57 

 58 

Comments from the Public  59 
Caitlin Waddington, Director of the Community School shared her enthusiasm for the Chartwell’s program, 60 

exclaiming, “I love lunch.” 61 

 62 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken 63 
A request was made by John Buckey on behalf of the Spanish Department, to approve an overnight 64 

Extended Field Trip to Spain, led by Jill Surprenant, World Languages Department Head & Advisor in 65 

NHS.  Fifteen students will be traveling to Spain for a 10-day, study abroad/exchange program in Cataluna, 66 

Spain during the middle of April (beginning a few days prior to April vacation).  A motion to approve the 67 

field trip was made by Tim Lepore, seconded by Jenn Iller and approved by a vote of the committee. 68 

 69 

A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Melissa Murphy.  70 

The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 71 

 72 
A motion to approve the minutes of October 2, 2012, was made by Melissa Murphy, noting a small change, 73 

and seconded by Robin Harvey and was approved by a vote of the Committee. 74 

 75 

A vote request to authorize the donation and acceptance of ’50 Art Resource Books from Phyllis 76 

Macomber and family as Gift in Kind’: 77 

 78 
“On motion, duly made and seconded, the Nantucket School Committee accepts the 50 Art Resource 79 
Books donation on behalf of NHS and authorizes school administration to take all necessary and usual 80 
steps to effect proper accounting, bookkeeping and expenditure of the donation.” 81 

 82 

Melissa Murphy made a motion to approve, seconded by Tim Lepore, and the motion was approved 83 

unanimously. 84 

 85 

Superintendent’s Report 86 
Superintendent Cozort briefly described the topics of the Tri-Council Meeting that had just taken place a 87 

few hours earlier.  Glen Koocher, MASC Executive Director joined the three school councils and presented 88 

an overview of the council’s roles and some interesting topics for discussion.  Approximately, 25 people 89 

attended.  There was also immediately following the Tri-Council Meeting, a Workshop for the School 90 

Committee discussing mostly the new requirements for evaluations and contracts.  Melissa Murphy 91 

mentioned that the trends in the districts were interesting.  92 
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 93 

Horizon 94 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meeting on November 6, 2012 which will 95 

include: School Presentation, Curriculum – ELL Update, Enrollment Update, Budget Development, and 96 

Collaborations with Nantucket Historical Association 97 

 98 

Sub-Committee 99 
Joseph Zieff shared Student Council has been working on the up and coming Homecoming and the Spirit 100 

Week details.  They will get back to more serious business after this weekend.   101 

 102 

In closing mention, Jenny Garneau reminded everyone that the week of October 22 is Red Ribbon Week, 103 

the oldest and largest drug campaign in the country.  As preventative teaching to ensure children make a 104 

personal commitment to live a drug free life, NES and CPS are involved doing various activities sponsored 105 

by ASAP and FONPS and the Dreamland Foundation.  In support of Red Ribbon Week, Improv Boston 106 

will be returning for their third year to perform in NES their ‘anti-bullying’/good habits improvisational 107 

workshops and will then present a family night performance on October 22.  On Tuesday, the 23
rd

, the 108 

entire NES population will wear red and come to the NHS football field to make a Human Ribbon.  Also, 109 

CPS has been involved by making goodie bags for NES to use during the week.  Other activities available 110 

will be a movie and a free skate and daily fun days to support the cause. 111 

 112 
A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Robin 113 

Harvey and the motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 114 

 115 

Meeting adjourned at 6:52 PM 116 

Respectfully submitted, 117 

Logan M. O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  118 


